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20 May 2016 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 134 Railway Roundhouse 

 

STREET ADDRESS: Railway Reserve, Coalfields Highway, Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  Reserve 47127, Lot 561 P068077 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Exceptional 

CURRENT USE: Vacant 

PREVIOUS USES: Railway Roundhouse 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1947 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Concrete, corrugated iron, steel, asbestos 

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Rail and light rail transport 

Mining 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:   Interim 28 August 1992 

HCWA DATABASE NO:  541 Round House with Turntable (Railway Reserve, north of Coalfields 
Highway, Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION Classified 8 March 1988 

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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Western Elevation – 20 May 2016 

 

Western  Elevation – 20 May 2016 

 

Southern Elevation – 20 May 2016 

 

Southern Elevation – 20 May 2016 
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Interior – 20 May 2016 Interior – 20 May 2016 

 

Northern Elevation – 20 May 2016 

 

Turntable to north of Round House – 20 May 2016 

 

Turntable to north of Round House – 20 May 2016 

 

Northern Elevation – 20 May 2016 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Railway Round House Collie, Coalfields Hwy, Collie, a concrete and iron structure, and its associated turntable, 
has cultural heritage significance for its scientific value as one of the few, if not the only, railway round house 
remaining in Western Australia.  It provides a fine demonstration of its past industrial use. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The first roundhouse in the state was constructed in Bunbury in about 1929 at a cost of between £30,000 and 
£40,000.236 
 
An turntable was located in Collie from as early as 1898 when it was reported that ‘the carriage sheds, engine 
sheds and turntable are now assuming a finished appearance, and the railway contractors are to be congratulated 
on successfully getting the heavy ironwork of the turntable into position without accident to either men or 
material’.237  It is likely that this was located near the intersection of Forrest Street and Prinsep Street North.238 
 
It was reported in June 1947 that ‘a new turntable 80ft long’ was located in Collie.239 
 

                                                
236  Bunbury Herald & Blackwood Express 11 October 1927 p2; Western Mail 30 May 1929, p4 
237  Bunbury Herald 16 July 1898, p3 
238  Draft Shire of Collie Local Government Heritage Inventory 2010 p958 
239  West Australian 4 June 1947, p8 
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The Round House is a post-war building which housed 14 steam locomotives. It remains intact complete with 
turntable pit and turntable.  It is thought to be the last extant Roundhouse in Western Australia. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The Round House is built of off-form concrete walls and columns, and precast concrete beams. There is corrugated 
asbestos clad walls, timber platforms, steel girders and supporting posts, and concrete foundations.  

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Essential to the heritage of the locality.  Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of 
the place, and be in accordance with a Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place). 
 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016  Medium - High High Poor-Fair 
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24 November 2015 

 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 135 Collie Cemetery 

 

STREET ADDRESS: Coalfields Highway, Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  Reserve 6738 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Considerable 

CURRENT USE: Cemetery 

PREVIOUS USES: Cemetery 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S:  

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Settlement 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6340 Collie Cemetery (Coalfields Highway, West Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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Memorial Wall, part of entrance structure (24 Nov 2015) 

 

Memorial Wall, part of entrance structure (24 Nov 2015) 

 

Memorial Garden at main entrance (24 Nov 2015) 

 

Memorial Garden at main entrance (24 Nov 2015) 

 

Amenities Block to east of main entrance (24 Nov 2015) 

 

At rear of main entrance facing west (24 Nov 2015) 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Collie Cemetery, Coalfields Highway, Collie has cultural heritage significance as the burial place of people and 
families significant in the settlement and development of Collie and the Collie region.  It has aesthetic value as a 
cultural landscape and is highly valued by the Collie town and community for its religious, historical, familial and 
social associations. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Evidence suggests that whilst, the community had been seeking a site for a cemetery for since at least 1897 when  
‘the Local Health Board selected sites for a hospital, cemetery, and sanitary depot today, and is now awaiting the 
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official sanction of the localities chose from the Central Board in Perth’,240 it was some years before the cemetery 
was established, with the earliest newspaper references to a burial at the Collie Cemetery in June 1901 when John 
Watt was interred in the Presbyterian section of the cemetery.241 
 
In May 1902 it was reported that there was dissatisfaction in the community over the management of the cemetery 
and confusion regarding the allocation of allotments to the various denominations.242  Later that month the 
Department of Lands requested the submission of ‘the names three … gentlemen, one representing each religious 
denomination, who are willing to act as trustees of the cemetery’.243 
 
Mourners could travel to the cemetery from Collie by train.  The coffin travelled in the brake van.244 
 
In 1905 the local trustees (Rev Father O’Donnell, Mr Johns and Mr Speight representing the Catholic, Wesley and 
Anglican churches respectively) noted concern regarding the condition of the Collie Cemetery and requested from 
the Colonial Secretary a grant ‘for the purpose of laying out, clearing it, fitting the front portion with a picket fence, 
and for the erection of a small building at the entrance.”  The trustees were informed that no funds were available.245  
Efforts were then made to raise funds via subscription to commence the required works.246 
 
In 1914, a portion of the cemetery was allocated to the Salvation Army and ‘a privy’ erected for use by the public.247 
 
At a June 1916 meeting of the Cemetery Board it was noted that there was no record of owners and numbers of 
graves at the Collie Cemetery and that ‘there should be a proper register kept, and at present they could not trace 
where anyone was buried’.248 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The entrance statement to the cemetery is a gabled steel portico with a Hardiplank to the gable end which faces 
the street. On each side of the driveway are steel posts on low red brick pillars. The boundary either side is formed 
by a white picket fence spaced by red brick pillars. The memorial walls each side of the entrance are constructed 
of multi-coloured brick walls with a flat iron roof. 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Very important to the heritage of the locality.  High degree of integrity/authenticity. 

Conservation of the place is highly desirable.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the 
place. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 High High Fair - Good 

 
  

                                                
240  The Inquirer and Commercial News 5 November 1897, p3 
241  West Australian 17 June 1901, p4 
242  Western Mail 3 May 1902, p23 
243  Southern Times 10 May 1902, p3 
244  Southern Times 14 March 1903, -4 
245  Southern Times 7 January 1905, p4 
246  Southern Times 21 January 1905, p4 
247  Collie Mail 31 Jan 1914, p3 
248  Collie Mail 1 July 1916, p3 
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https://www.google.com.au (7 February 2017) 

 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

 

PLACE NO: 136 Muja Open Cut Mine 

Hebe Deep Cut 

STREET ADDRESS: Centaur Road, near Buckingham 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  F24 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Some 

CURRENT USE: Mine 

PREVIOUS USES: Mine 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S:  

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Mining 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6341 Coal Mine Site – Muja Open Cut Mine 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Muja Open Cut Mine (formerly Hebe Deep Cut Mine), Coalfields Hwy, Muja, is considered to have cultural heritage 
significance for its association with coal mining in the Collie region and for its influence on the development of the 
region following discovery of the Hebe coal seam. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
A government exploration borehole revealed the Hebe coal seam in 1952.  Like other coal seams, this seam was 
named after a mythological Greek God, Hebe, goddess of youth.249   
 
In January 1955 Mines Minister Lionel Kelly advised that Collie coal production had exceeded one million tons per 
year from deep and open cut mining activities with over 1700 men employed on the coalfields.250  
 
In February of that year it was reported that workers from the Griffin Mine were being transferred to the new Hebe 
Colliery at South Muja (Sunday Times 6 February 1955, p16).  
 
The Hebe mine was flooded in April 1965 when a borehole hit an aquifer.  An estimated 5 millions gallons of water 
flowed into the mine every 24 hours.  The deep cut mine, which was abandoned following the flood, employed 
about 230 men and produced about 1000 tons of coal a day at the time.251  Griffin continued to operate the open 
cut mine. 
 
Premier Coal (Western Collieries at the time) began work on the seam in 1997.252 
 
In September 2012, the Collie Mail reported that mining of the Hebe coal seam would cease in November.  The 
General Manager of Premier Coal said that the development of Collie was significantly influenced by the discovery 
of the Hebe Seam.  ‘Most of the power stations on the coalfield, including Muja, were only built after the Hebe seam 
was discovered.’   
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Open cut mine which joins the Muja open cut mine with a lotal length of four kilometres and a depth of 200m. 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Contributes to the heritage of the locality.  Has some altered or modified elements, not necessarily detracting from 
the overall significance of the item. 

Conservation of the place is desirable.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place, 
and original fabric should be retained wherever feasible. 

 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 None None None 

 
  

                                                
249  Collie Mail 12 September 2012 
250  Sunday Times 23 January 1955, p16 
251  The Age 5 April 1965, p4 
252  Collie Mail 12 September 2012 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Site Cabbage Tree Hotel is not considered to have cultural heritage significance. 
 
It was included in the 1996 Shire of Collie Municipal Heritage Inventory and the record is being retained for 
information purposes only. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
HW Williams (One Day in Collie 1979 p73) records that the Cabbage Tree Hotel was located near Muja ‘at about 
the 13-mile peg on the Darkan Road’ and had been built for Mr Thomas George Collie.  Mr Collie’s daughter, Mrs 
Marley related that on arrival in the area, her mother was much taken with the Christmas trees in flower which she 
thought looked like cabbage gone to seed and decided to call the property ‘Cabbage Trees’.  Mr Williams writes 
that this name was also recorded on an earlier map of the area.  As the Narrogin railway line was due for 
construction Mr Collie arranged for the construction of his hotel by Mr Telfer.  The hotel was opened on 7 October 
1900 on the same day as the Narrogin Line. 
 
Robert Henry Caine successfully applied for the transfer of the Cabbage Tree Hotel licence from TG Collie in April 
1913.253  In December of that year it was reported that ‘under instructions from the trustee of Mr TG Collie’s estate, 
the well-known Cabbage Tree Hotel at Muja, near Collie’ would be sold.  The property was leased at an annual 
rent of £156.  
 
The hotel was advertised for auction in The Daily News of 10 December 1913, the Cabbage Tree Hotel ‘situated 
at Muja, near Collie, together with 100 Acres CP land.  The Hotel is a wood and iron building erected about 6 years 
ago, contains 8 rooms and 3 detached rooms, also dancing hall 32ft x 16ft, only erected last year.  It is leased for 
5 years at a rental of £3 per week; Lessee paying all rates and taxes and insurances (£500).  The Premier Coal 
Mine, employing 100 to 150 men, is only 4 miles away.  Messrs. Buckingham Bros Sawmill, employing 30 to 40 
men is only 2 miles distant, and Messrs. Bunning Bros are erecting a sawmill about one mile from the hotel.’ (p10). 
 
In July 1918 application for transfer of Wayside House license for Cabbage Tree Hotel from Caine to William Lucas 
of Muja.  Caine is listed as a hotel proprietor in Muja in the 1918 Post Office Directories.   
 
There is no newspaper record of the licensee until Ellen Dawson transferred the licence to Herbert Gordon Merritt 
in November 1927254 who was licensee until June 1929 when Arthur Newport Pyke took the licence.255 That month 
Merritt advertised that the Cabbage Tree Hotel had been sold.256 Pyke transferred the licence to George Frederick 
Jackson White in September 1930.257  Ellen Dawson transferred the licence to James Dawson in November 
1931.258  At some point the licence was transferred Walter Hines Dawson who, in June 1935 transferred it to 
Frederick Stephen Benson259.  Benson held the licence for only a few months transferring it to Stuart Wylie Baillie 
in December the same year.260  Baillie applied for a transfer of the licence to William Henry Taylor a short time 
later, in March 1936.261  The month before, an advertisement in the West Australian indicates that the hotel had 
been sold.262 Only 7 months later, Taylor transferred the licence to Hermann Ferdinand Schultz.263  Schultz 
remained as licescee until May 1938 when the licence was transferred to Arthur Youd.264 In May 1940 Richard 

                                                
253  Southern Times 22 April 1913, p4 
254  West Australian 7 November 1927, p1 
255  West Australian 7 June 1929, p23 
256  West Australian 20 June 1929, p1 
257  West Australian 19 September 1930, p3 
258  West Australian 5 November 1931, p11 
259  West Australian 11 June 1935, p2 
260  West Australian 31 December 1935, p13 
261  West Australian 27 March 1936, p16 
262  West Australian 18 February 1936, p2 
263  West Australian 15 October 1936, p5 
264  West Australian 4 May 1938, p3 
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Richards handed over the reigns to John Frederick William Everett265 and then Harry Wicks to William John Watson 
in July 1942266 and to Bridget Theresa McMahon in October 1943.267 
 
It is believed that the Cabbage Tree Hotel closed during the 1940s, perhaps due to being destroyed by fire in late 
1943268.  
 
The Cabbage Tree Hotel was named after the Muja or ‘cabbage tree’, more commonly known as the WA Christmas 
Tree (Nuytisa floribunda).269 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Historic site 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Record retained for information purposes only. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 None None None 

 
  

                                                
265  West Australian 8 May 1940, p2 
266  West Australian 21 July 1942,p1 
267  West Australian 14 October 1943, p6 
268  Draft Shire of Collie Local Government Heritage Inventory 2010,  
269  www.landgate.wa.gov.au Town Names 
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PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 138 SITE – Coal Mine – Western No 1 Deep 

 

STREET ADDRESS: Pump Road, west of Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:   

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: For Information Purposes Only 

CURRENT USE: Unknown 

PREVIOUS USES: Mine entrance 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1951 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Mining 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6343 Coal Mine Site – Western No 1 Deep 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Site Western No 1 Deep Coal Mine has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons: 

• It was the first deep mine constructed by Western Collieries in Collie. 

 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The Western No 1 Mine commenced in 1952, producing 341,174 tonnes of coal before it closed in 1958.  The 
entrance was originally located on Pump Road, west of Collie. 
 
The Western No 1 Mine Entrance is now located in Phoenix Park on the corner of Throssell Street and Patterson 
Street in Collie.  It was relocated on 22 November 1999 ‘to serve as a testament to all the men and women who 
worked in the coal mining industry’.270 
 
Further investigations are required to determine its exact location, at which point its level of significance may be 
reconsidered. 
 

 

 

                                                
270  Plaque located on entrance. 
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Relocation Plaque right hand side of portal (21 
June 2014) 

 

Relocation Plaque left hand side of portal (21 June 
2014) 

 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Historic site. 
 
MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 
Record retained for information purposes only. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 None None None 
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13 May 2016 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 139 Wellington Dam 

Wellington Weir; Hydro-electric station 

STREET ADDRESS: Wellington Dam Road 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  Lot 300 of P059513 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Exceptional 

CURRENT USE: Water Supply 

PREVIOUS USES: Water Supply 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S:  

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Community services and utilities 

Water, power and major transport routes 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:   Interim Entry 16 May 2008 

Permanent Entry 3 February 2009 

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6344 Wellington Dam (Wellington Weir; Hydroelectric station) (333 
Wellington Forest Road, Wellington Forest) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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Kiosk – southern elevation 13 May 2016 Kiosk – eastern elevation 13 May 2016 

Kiosk – north-east 13 May 2016 Toilet block in carpark to south of Kiosk 13 May 2016 

Interpretation in carpark to south of Kiosk 13 May 2016 

 
Interpretation in carpark to south of Kiosk 13 May 2016 
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Rock wall at top of Quarry 13 May 2016 View down to Quarry picnic site 13 May 2016 

Path from carpark south of Kiosk to Lookout 13 May 2016 

Lookout over dam wall 13 May 2016 

Dam Wall 13 May 2016 Dam Wall and Spillway 13 May 2016 
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Dam Wall 13 May 2016 Quarry Picnic Area 13 May 2016 

Structures in Quarry Picnic Area 13 May 2016 
 

Structures in Quarry Picnic Area 13 May 2016 

Lookout from near Quarry Picnic Area 13 May 2016 Pipeline running north-west from Pump Station north-west of 
Dam Wall 13 May 2016 
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Northern elevation of Pump Station north-west of Dam Wall 
13 May 2016 

Southern elevation of Pump Station north-west of Dam Wall 
13 May 2016 

Dam Wall from its base near Pump Station 13 May 2016 

 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Wellington Dam Precinct, comprising Wellington Dam, a solid concrete gravity dam constructed in 1933, and 
enlarged in 1945 and 1960, No 1 Pumping Station and associated Chlorine Store and Chlorinator (1953, 1963), 
2kW Hydroelectric Station (1956), Caretaker’s Quarters & Kiosk (1966), landscaped Quarry, and roads, 
landscaping and facilities for public use and recreation, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons: 

• The place is the only example in Western Australia of a combination of water supply facilities 

for irrigation, domestic use and hydroelectric power couple with a solid concrete gravity dam; 

• The Hydroelectric Station is a rare example of its type in Western Australia and has value 

as a demonstration site; 

• The place is a fine representative example of a solid concrete gravity dam of considerable 

size in the south west of Western Australia;  

• The place is a significant recreation landscape formed by a combination of the natural 

vegetation and landscaping which is a representative example of late Twentieth Century 

Bush Garden style and was designed by John Oldham who was influenced by the work of 

Edna Walling; 

• Wellington Dam was built in 1933 to form the headworks of the Collie River Irrigation 

Scheme, one of the largest users of water for irrigation in Western Australia; 

• The place contains an important collection of functional industrial structures and recreational 

buildings exhibiting elements of the Post War International style; 
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• The place provided direct employment for a large number of men under the sustenance 

program of the 1930s Depression and was a major employer of immigrant labour, particularly 

southern Europeans, in the 1950s; 

• The raising of the wall of Wellington Dam in 1960 provided a reservoir to supply the 

Comprehensive Water Supply Scheme for the ongoing development of southwest towns; 

• The place has the potential to yield archaeological information relating to the workers 

encampments of the 1930s and 1950s, the equipment and machinery used, and the 

construction processes; 

• The place is associated with Sir Russell Dumas as Chief Engineer, and Chief Hydraulic 

Engineer of the Public Works Department, and with landscape architect John Oldham; and 

• The place is highly valued for its associations with farming in the region since 1933 and for 

its attractions as both a passive and active recreation venue. 

 
The site of the former Workers’ House and Single Men’s Quarters (now demolished) is of little significance. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Wellington Dam Precinct comprises Wellington Dam, a solid concrete gravity dam constructed in 1933, and 
enlarged in 1945 and 1960, the No. 1 Pumping Station, Chlorine Store and Chlorinator (1953, 1963), 2kW 
Hydroelectric Station (1956), Caretaker's Quarters & Kiosk (1966), landscaped Quarry, and roads, landscaping 
and facilities for public use and recreation.  

The structures exhibit elements of Post War International Style. 

A full Historical Description is available here:  Assessment Documentation 
Link to inherit database: http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Content/PdfLoader.aspx?id=09900b8c-92fd-
47d6-9cd9-e790765cda08&type=assessment 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
A full Physical Description is available here:  Assessment Documentation. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 High High Good 
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View from Centaur Road  7 February 2017 

 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Dragline at Griffin Mine – Bucyrus Erie Dragline, an excavator formerly used in the mining industry is located at the 
entrance of the Griffin Coal Mine at Muja, has cultural heritage significance for its association with the coal mining 
industry at Collie. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Griffin Coal has been active in the Collie area since 1923 when a private syndicate was formed to develop coal 
leases south of Collie to supply coal to Western Australian Government Railways (WAGR).  In 1925 the syndicate 
was known as the Western Australian Coal Mining Briquetting and By-Product Company Ltd.  In 1927 it became 
known as the Griffin Coal Mining Company Pty Ltd and supplied coal for shipping, railways and the WA goldfields.271 
 
Open cut mining began at Muja in 1953 with deep mining work commencing the next year to extract the Hebe 
Seam.  Mining ceased at when the mine was flooded in 1965.272 
 
Griffin Coal’s website notes that ‘a single dragline was used on the coalfield for some years, but did not have the 
reach to cope with the deeper excavations dictated by the thick, unproductive overburdens.  This machine now sits 
at Griffin’s Muja Mine entrance, as a reminder of the company’s past’.273 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Excavator used for open cut mining.  It is located at Muja mine entrance, however it is considerably obscured by 
high vegetation in 2017 and is included as part of a commemorative garden, visible from the roadside but no public 
access.  
 

 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

                                                
271  http://www.griffincoal.com.au/about-us/our-history/ 
272  ibid 
273  http://www.griffincoal.com.au/coal-education/collie-coal-history/collie-coal-history-early-mining/ 
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Contributes to the heritage of the locality.  Has some altered or modified elements, not necessarily detracting from 
the overall significance of the item. 

Conservation of the place is desirable.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place, 
and original fabric should be retained wherever feasible. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 Moderate High Unknown 
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PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 141 Site - Griffin Mine (first) 

STREET ADDRESS: Mungalup Road 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:   

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: For Information Purposes Only 

CURRENT USE: Mining 

PREVIOUS USES: Mining 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S:  

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Mining 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6346 Griffin Mine Site (Mungalup Road, Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Griffin Mine Site (first) is not considered to have cultural heritage significance.  
 
It was included in the 1996 Shire of Collie Municipal Heritage Inventory and the record has been retained for 
information purposes only. 

 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Griffin Coal has been active in the Collie area since 1923 when a private syndicate was formed to develop coal 
leases south of Collie to supply coal to Western Australian Government Railways (WAGR).  In 1925 the syndicate 
was known as the Western Australian Coal Mining Briquetting and By-Product Company Ltd.  In 1927 it became 
known as the Griffin Coal Mining Company Pty Ltd and supplied coal for shipping, railways and the WA goldfields.274 
 
The entrance is thought have been located near the Griffin Rail Bridge and Minninup Pool.275 
 
Griffin Coal continues to be an active mining company in the Collie area. 
 
Further investigation is required to determine the exact location of the mine at which time its level of significance 
may be reconsidered. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Former mine site.  
 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

                                                
274  http://www.griffincoal.com.au/about-us/our-history/ 
275  Email from James Riordan, Secretary, Griffin Coal 27 June 2016 
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Record retained for information purposes only. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 None None None 

 
 
  



SHIRE OF COLLIE LOCAL GOVERNMENT HERITAGE SURVEY 
 

336 

 

8 March 2016 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 142 Harris River Dam 

STREET ADDRESS: Harris River Road or Mornington Road, north of Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:   

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Some 

CURRENT USE: Water supply 

PREVIOUS USES: Water supply 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1990 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Earth and concrete 

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Water, power, major transport routes 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6347 Harris River Dam (Mornington Road, North of Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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8 March 2016 

 

(www.google.com.au) 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Harris River Dam, Harris River Road, Collie, an earth and concrete structure constructed in 1990, has cultural 
heritage significance as an alternative to Wellington Dam as a potable water source via the Great Southern Towns 
Water Supply Scheme. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Located on the Harris River, north of the Collie townsite, the Harris Dam has a catchment area of about 325 square 
kilometres276  
 
Prior to construction of the Harris Dam, the Wellington Reservoir supplied potable water supply to the Great 
Southern Towns Water Supply, the Collie District and the Swan Coastal Plain.  It was expected that salinity levels 
would rise such that the water could no longer be used as drinking water. 
 

                                                
276  (www.water.wa.gov.au) 
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After consideration of a number of options, including reforestation of the Wellington catchment, the Water Authority 
of WA determined that the construction of a dam on the Harris River ‘to be the most effective option which would 
provide adequate high quality water to the GSTWS in the short term, and have the least environmental impact’.277  
 
The EPA report describes the project (p5-6): 
 
The dam would involve the construction of the following components: 

• Main dam embankment 

• Spillway 

• Intake tower 

• Outlet culvert 

• Pump station and raising main 

• Public viewing areas, recreation facilities and amenities. 

 
The embankment would be of homogenous earth fill obtained from local sources, protected with a rip rap layer of 
rockfill material.  Foundation stripping would remove organic material, and deep excavation of the river bed would 
be necessary to remove alluvium. 
 
The spillway would be an open lined concrete chute founded on rock excavation, and have the capacity to pass all 
floods up to the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) level.  A terminal structure and Stirling basin would be located 
where the spillway flows re-enter the river. 
 
The intake tower would consist of a reinforced concrete stem and a sheet steel clad hoist house, with access from 
the embankment via a bridge.  The tower would have multiple intake posts to enable water to be dawn over a range 
of water levels.  A concrete outlet culvert, housing two 900mm nominal diameter pipelines would extend from the 
intake tower to a pump station located immediately downstream of the embankment.  Construction will be carried 
out early in the development programme so that the culvert could divert river flows. 
 
A rising main would be constructed from the pump station to link with the GSTWS pipeline from Wellington Dam 
approximately 3km east of Collie Pumping Station.  The power supply to the pump station is expected to be via a 
power line from the existing SECWA grid, and is proposed to be located adjacent to the main access road, 
Tallanalla Road. 
 
Other permanent facilities would include sealed access roads linking all the major facilities, public vantage points 
(and associated parking facilities) and public recreation area downstream of the embankment.  Site access would 
be gained via the relocated Tallanalla-Collie Road, which will facilitate heavy vehicle access to the site. 
 
Earthfill material would be obtained from borrow pits within the reservoir area.  Fine filter materials would be from 
a new sand pit located near Griffin.  Coarse filter material, aggregate from concrete shelters and rip rap material 
would be obtained from established local quarries. 
 
The Harris Dam was commissioned in 1990 and officially opened on 14 December by the Minister for Water, Mr 
Ernie Bridge, MLA. 
 
The Harris Dam, with a supply capacity of up to 15 million kilolitres, supplies water to over 35 towns in the Great 
Southern via the Great Southern Towns Water Supply Scheme.278  
 
 

                                                
277  Harris River Dam Project Water Authority of Western Australia:  Report and Recommendations of the Environment 

Protection Authority Bulletin No272, March 1987, p2 

 
278  Collie Water Supply Scheme Water Corporation of Western Australian 
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The Harris Dam was constructed in 1990. Construction materials and description is described above, as per The 
EPA report. 279 
 
MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 
Contributes to the heritage of the locality.  Has some altered or modified elements, not necessarily detracting from 
the overall significance of the item. 

Conservation of the place is desirable.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place, 
and original fabric should be retained wherever feasible. 

 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 High High Good 

 
  

                                                
279  Harris River Dam Project Water Authority of Western Australia:  Report and Recommendations of the Environment 

Protection Authority Bulletin No272, March 1987, pp 5-6. 
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www.google.com.au/maps (25 May 2016) 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 143 Mungalup Dam 

STREET ADDRESS: Mungalup Road, South West of Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:   

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Some 

CURRENT USE: Water supply 

PREVIOUS USES: Water supply 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1934 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Water, power, major transport routes 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6348 Mungalup Dam (Mungalup Rd, Mungalup SW of Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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www.google.com.au (19 May 2016) 

 

Dam wall in distance from western side of dam -10 August 
2016 

 

Northern end of dam wall – 10 August 2016 

 

Southern end of dam wall – 10 August 2016 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Mungalup Dam, an earth structure located off Mungalup Road has cultural heritage significance as the first water 
supply for Collie.  It has social value as it provided employment for many local mend during the Great Depression. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The Mungalup Creek scheme was first advocated in 1921 but ruled out due to the estimated cost of £28,000.  It 

was not until 1933 that the government agreed to fund the scheme.  Work commenced in July of that year. 
 
The Mungalup Dam Scheme was opened on Saturday 24 November 1934 by Acting Premier, Mr A McCallum. 
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Western Mail 29 November 1934, p19 www.nla.gov.au/trove 
 
The West Australian of 26 November reported that the dam currently held 60,000,000 gallons of water with a 
storage capacity of 150,000,000 gallons.  The dam was described as being ‘an earthen one with a clay core.  Some 
60,000 cubic yards of earth have been placed in the embankment which is 40 feet high.  Water is delivered by 
gravitation to the town through a 9inch welded steel main, cement-lined.   
 
The Mungalup Dam now has a storage capacity of up to 500,000 kilolitres (Water Corporation Collie Water Supply 
Scheme:  Water Forever – South West) 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Mungalup Dam is a 13 m high earth structure. Water is gravity-fed from the reservoir into the reticulation system. 
 
MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 
Contributes to the heritage of the locality.  Has some altered or modified elements, not necessarily detracting from 
the overall significance of the item. 

Conservation of the place is desirable.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place, 
and original fabric should be retained wherever feasible. 

 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016  High High Good 
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PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 144 School House 

STREET ADDRESS: Williams Road, Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:   

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: For Information Purposes Only 

CURRENT USE: Unknown 

PREVIOUS USES: School 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: c1915 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Education and science 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6349 School House (Williams Road, Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
School House(fmr), Williams Road, Collie is not considered to have cultural heritage significance as it is understood 
that the place has been demolished. 
 
It was included in the 1996 Shire of Collie Municipal Heritage Inventory and the record has been retained for 
information purposes only. 
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Anecdotal evidence suggests that the school house is no longer extant. 
 
Further research is required to determine its exact location.  No further information is available. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Historic site 
 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Record retained for information purposes only. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 None None None 
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PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 145 SITE - Salvation Army Children’s Home(fmr) 

Coolangatta 

STREET ADDRESS: Williams Road, north east of Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:   

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: For information purposes only 

CURRENT USE:  

PREVIOUS USES: Children’s Home 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: c1900 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS: Sir Paul Hasluck 

HISTORIC THEME: Education and science 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6350 Coolangatta – Site (Salvation Army Children’s Home (fmr)) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
 

 
 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
SITE Salvation Army Children’s Home (fmr) is not considered to have cultural heritage significance. 
 
It was included in the 1996 Shire of Collie Municipal Heritage Inventory and the record has been retained for 
information purposes only. 

 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The Salvation Army acquired over 19,800 acres at Collie with frontage to the Collie, Bingham and Harris Rivers.  
Settlements were proposed at Rose’s Ford for a boys’ industrial home and at Gibbs’ old station for a girls home 
and the main homestead.280  
 
Commandant Booth of the Salvation Army was reported in the Bunbury Herald of 15 August 1899 as saying it was 
his intention to build boys’ and girls’ homes for State children on land purchased at Collie.281 
 
Williams in One Day in Collie notes that Salvation Army Homes occupied an important place in Collie’s history, 
establishing three extensive homes on the Williams Road from around 1900 to care for orphaned or wayward 
children.  The homes were almost self-sufficient, the excess produce being sold in Collie.282 
 
A classified advertisement appeared in the West Australian of 16 September the same year inviting tenders for the 
‘erection of 40 miles, more or less, of wire fencing, in lots of 10 miles each; the grubbing and clearing of 500 acres, 
more or less, of forest and blackboy land; ringbarking 500 acres, more or less’.  Elsewhere in the same edition it 

                                                
280  Bunbury Herald 21 November 1899, p3  
281  Bunbury Herald 15 August 1899, p3 
282  Williams, HW 1979 One Day in Collie p44 
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was reported that the work was required to erect a homestead and a number of ‘up-to-date institutions’.  It was 
noted that ‘the advent of such a settlement is a matter for general satisfaction’.283 
 
It was further reported that the Salvation Army had prepared preliminary plans for the intended ‘industrial homes’ 
at Collie.  ‘The homes are to be two in number, the one at Rose’s Ford, on the Collie River, three miles from the 
railway station, being for boys, the other at Cribb’s Ford, three miles further on, for girls’.  Brigadier Kyle will be the 
superintendent in charge of the homes.  The girls home ‘will give accommodation to about 30 girls and 20 adults.  
A large playground will be formed in front of the home, and provision made for fowl, cow and stock yards, piggeries 
etc.  The boys’ home will accommodate between 40 and 50 inmates…the boys will be taught farming and different 
trades and the girls dairying, housework, and so forth’.284 
 
By February 1900 it was reported that ‘a gang of carpenters and others are busily engaged at the Salvation Army 
new settlement.285  
 
A report in the Southern Times of 25 May 1901 describes the boy’s settlement.  ‘First, let me state that the situation 
is one only to be admired.  The river forms in a sort horseshoe shape.  On the rising ground which has been cleared, 
on the eastern slope stand the officers’ quarters…A little to the west is the other building commencing at the west 
end are four small rooms on either side of a passage in the centre of the structure, making room for eight resident 
officers, a door opens which admits the visitor into the boys’ dormitory, which is contemplated to take forty boys: 
beyond and adjoining is the dining room, followed by the kitchen, store room and scullery, and at the east end the 
officers’ dining room.  Between the dormitory and dining room is the wash house, bath room, and behind, 
immediately in the rear, is a room for boys to leave their hats, and the like, before going in to take a bath.  Both 
ends are provided with a verandah.  In the centre of the building is the front door entering into the dining room; at 
each end are entrances, and the rooms are lofty and commodious’.286  
 
In May 1901 the Superintendent was Staff Captain Walter Alfred Suttor.287  
 
In October of 1901 it was reported in the Southern Times that the first girls and boys had travelled from the Rottnest 
Reformatory to the Salvation Army settlements at Collie.288 
 
The Western Mail of 19 January 1907 reports that there are three homes on the Salvation Army farm at Collie.  
One of these is for girls and the other two for boys, one being for ‘the reformatory class of lads’ the other for ‘those 
who are only there through misfortune’.  At this time the farm was under the management of Captain A G Head.289 
 
Mr EM Hasluck, father of former Governor-General the Right Honourable Sir Paul Hasluck, was manager of the 
No2 Boys Home on the Bingham River (approximately 20 miles from Collie) from 1913 to 1917. 
 
No1 Boys Home, on the Collie River, was about 7 miles from Collie, managed by a Mr Lintott.  In a memoir of his 
boyhood quoted in One Day in Collie Sir Paul Hasluck recalls that the No1 Home was for the ‘big boys’ and served 
a sort of reformatory function, while No2 Home was for the ‘little boys’ who were mostly orphans or neglected 
children.  The homes were almost self-contained with their own schools and a store, bakery, smith and dairy at 
No1 Home.  Food was produced for consumption and sale with milking cows, sheep, cropping and an orchard and 
vegetable garden.290 
 
A Girl’s Home was located about halfway between No1 and No2 Home. 
 

                                                
283  The West Australian 16 September 1899, p1 
284  The West Australian 11 October 1899, p2 
285  Bunbury Herald 24 February 1900, p3 
286  Southern Times 25 May 1901, p4 
287  Western Mail 25 May 1901, p6 
288  Southern Times 5 October 1901, p5 
289  Western Mail 19 January 1907 (p10) 
290  Williams 1979, p134-135 
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In July 1954 the West Australian advertised for £9000, 1000 acres for land for sale including ‘two houses and other 

buildings old Salvation Army home’.291  
 
Further investigations are required to determine its exact location, at which point its level of significance may be 
reconsidered. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Historic site. 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Record retained for information purposes only. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 None None None 

 
 
  

                                                
291  The West Australian 21 July 1953, p26 
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PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 146 SITE Boronia Gully 

STREET ADDRESS: Williams Road, north east of Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  Lot 6 on P0149575 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: For Information Purposes Only 

CURRENT USE: Vacant land 

PREVIOUS USES:  

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S:  

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME:  

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  6351 Boronia Gully – Site (Williams Rd, NE of Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
SITE Boronia Gully is not considered to have cultural heritage significance under the Heritage of Western Australia 
Act 1990.  It’s cultural heritage significance is managed via other mechanisms. 
 
It was included in the 1996 Shire of Collie Municipal Heritage Inventory and the record has been retained for 
information purposes only. 

 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
Boronia Gully is listed on the Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Aboriginal Heritage Inquiry System (AHIS) as place 
number 4691 (burial site).  The site is lodged but it is not a Registered Heritage Place under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1972.292 
 
The site is located on the northern side of Collie-Williams Road and is visible from the road. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The site is vacant land, surrounded by a low chain link fence. 
 
MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 
Record retained for information purposes only. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 n/a n/a n/a 

 
 
  

                                                
292  www.dia.wa.gov.au 
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21 June 2014 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 147 Worsley Mill Manager’s House 

157 Gastaldo Road, Worsley 

STREET ADDRESS: 157 Gastaldo Road, Worsley 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  P101783 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Some 

CURRENT USE: Dwelling 

PREVIOUS USES: Dwelling 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1903 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Weatherboard and Iron 

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME:  

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:    

HCWA DATABASE NO:  3292 Old Mill Managers House (Worsley Mill Managers Residence) 
Worsley 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Worsley Mill Managers’ House has cultural heritage significance as one of only a few buildings remaining in the 
Worsley townsite and for its association with the Worsley timber mill as the Mill Manager’s house.  
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
A timber mill was constructed at Worsley in 1882 but because of the cost of transporting the timber to Bunbury, it 
closed the following year.  Richard Honey & Co of South Australia opened two mills at Worsley in 1890 following 
the opening of the railway to Bunbury two years earlier.  The mills were sold to the Jarrah Timber and Wood Paving 
Corporation in 1898.293 
 
By 1902, when the Worsley mills combined under the one banner with a number of other mills as ‘Millars Timber 
and Trading Company’294, the town supported a population of about 1500.295  The town is first listed in the Post 
Office Directories in 1903.  The Mill Manager’s house was constructed in 1902.296 The township closed after the 
outbreak of World War II.297 
 
The 1996 Shire of Collie Municipal Heritage Inventory advises that the house was used as a post office and became 
a focus of the town.  However local anecdotal evidence indicates that the Post Office was located approximately 
80 metres to the south-east. 
 
Fallen Timber:  A history of the Worsley District notes that the house was extended by Lionel White in 1906 to 
become ‘a far more elaborate affair’.  Mill managers lived in the house until the mills closed in 1914, the last 
manager/caretaker being Mr Brown.  The house was purchased in 1942 by Dave Wallis and his wife Nellie lived 
there until their deaths in the early 1960s.  David Arthur (Tom) Wallis lived there until 1977, followed by his sister 
Elvie and her husband Bill Hughes.  It was later sold to Gordon Woolf (editor of the Collie Mail) and to Tania Myles 
(now Roberts) and Lawrie Roberts in 1991.  Tania is a great-grandaughter of Collie’s midwife, Nurse Jones.  
Restoration works were undertaken in 2001 including re-roofing, re-stumping and re-cladding works. 298 
 
In 2016, the house is in use as a private residence. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
The place is difficult to view from the public domain due to dense vegetation.  The 1996 Shire of Collie Municipal 
Heritage Inventory describes the house as having internal walls lined with tongue and grooved jarrah boards in an 
unusual profile.   
 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Contributes to the heritage of the locality.  Has some altered or modified elements, not necessarily detracting from 
the overall significance of the item. 

Conservation of the place is desirable.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place, 
and original fabric should be retained wherever feasible. 

 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016  Medium Medium Unknown 

                                                
293  Conservation Plan:  Buckingham Memorial Church & St David’s Catholic Church Hocking Planning & Architecture 

1995, p14 
294  West Australian 8 August 1939, p7 
295  St David’s Catholic Church Worsley:  Centenary Service Booklet 9 November 2003 (courtesy Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Perth Archives) 
296  Conservation Plan:  Buckingham Memorial Church & St David’s Catholic Church Hocking Planning & Architecture 

1995, p14 
297  ibid p16 
298  Fallen Timber:  A history of the Worsley District John Bird 2012 p 
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PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

PLACE NO: 148 Worsley Church 

St David’s Church 

STREET ADDRESS: Gastaldo Road, Worsley Townsite, Loc 4415 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  R5251, Lot 4415 of DP156909 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Considerable 

CURRENT USE: Church 

PREVIOUS USES: Church 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: c1908 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Federation Carpenter Gothic 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Weatherboard and Iron 

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME:  

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:   RHP – Assessed Below Threshold 

HCWA DATABASE NO:  3291 St David’s Church (Gastaldo Road, Worsley) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES: Conservation Plan:  Buckingham Memorial Church & St 
David’s Catholic Church, Hocking Planning & Architecture 
1995 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
St David’s Church, Gastaldo Road, Worsley, a weatherboard and iron church constructed in the Federation 
Carpenter Gothic style in c1908, has cultural heritage significance for its aesthetic value as an example of a church 
constructed in the Federation Carpenter Gothic style; for its social value as a vital part of the social and spiritual 
needs of the Worsely community where regular services of worship, weddings, baptisms and funerals were held 
although the church was never formally consecrated and as the only church and one of only a small number of 
buildings remaining in Worsley.  
 
HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
A timber mill was constructed at Worsley in 1882 but because of the cost of transporting the timber to Bunbury, it 
closed the following year.  Richard Honey & Co of South Australia opened two mills at Worsley in 1890 following 
the opening of the railway to Bunbury two years earlier.  The mills were sold to the Jarrah Timber and Wood Paving 
Corporation in 1898.299 
 
By 1902, when the Worsley mills combined under the one banner with a number of other mills as ‘Millars Timber 
and Trading Company’300, the town supported a population of about 1500.301  The town is first listed in the Post 
Office Directories in 1903. 
 
Catholic church services were held in the Worsley School prior to the construction of St David’s Catholic Church in 
about 1907/08.302   
 
It was one of two churches built in the town.303  The first wedding held in the church was between Charles Mair and 
Agnes Teresa Milligan in 1909.  There are only four other weddings recorded at the Church, the last being in 1954.    
The last baptism was held in 1956.304 
 
In 1945 the Church was lined with asbestos cement sheeting, windows fixed and a fence built.  The work was done 
by H Scoffern.305 
 
In 2003, the St David’s Catholic Church community celebrated the Church’s centenary.  A booklet prepared for the 
celebrations notes that ‘the Church played a vital part in the spiritual and cultural needs of the community.  It did 
and still does contribute to the community’s sense of place.  Restoration started in 1996 with sponsorship from 
Worsley Alumina amongst others.  The building represents an important part of state heritage as it demonstrates 
a past way of life.  Past and present populations return, for a reunion, every November’. 306  
There  is no record of St David’s Church, Worsley ever having been consecrated.307 
 
In 2007, the Heritage Council of Western Australia assessed St David’s Church as being below the threshold for 
inclusion on the State Register of Heritage Places. 
 

                                                
299  Conservation Plan:  Buckingham Memorial Church & St David’s Catholic Church Hocking Planning & Architecture 

1995, p14 
300  West Australian 8 August 1939, p7 
301  St David’s Catholic Church Worsley:  Centenary Service Booklet 9 November 2003 (courtesy Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Perth Archives) 
302  Conservation Plan:  Buckingham Memorial Church & St David’s Catholic Church Hocking Planning & Architecture 

1995, p14 
303  ibid 
304  St David’s Catholic Church Worsley:  Centenary Service Booklet 9 November 2003 (courtesy Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Perth Archives) 
305  Conservation Plan:  Buckingham Memorial Church & St David’s Catholic Church Hocking Planning & Architecture 

1995, p16 
306  St David’s Catholic Church Worsley:  Centenary Service Booklet 9 November 2003 (courtesy Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Perth Archives) 
307  Conservation Plan:  Buckingham Memorial Church & St David’s Catholic Church Hocking Planning & Architecture 

1995, p16 
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Services are no longer held at St David’s. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
St David’s Catholic Church, Worsley is ‘timber framed, clad with weatherboards and has a corrugated iron roof.  
There is a gabled roof over the main church and a skillion roofed addition to the rear.  The interior walls and ceiling 
are lined with asbestos.  There is a dais at the rear of the church…There are no toilets or electricity supply to the 
church.’308 
 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Very important to the heritage of the locality.  High degree of integrity/authenticity. 

Conservation of the place is highly desirable. 
Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place. 

 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 High High Fair to Good 

 

www.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/inherit 

 
  

                                                
308  ibid 



SHIRE OF COLLIE LOCAL GOVERNMENT HERITAGE SURVEY 
 

354 

 

 

 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES 

 

PLACE NO: 149 COLLIE COURT HOUSE 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 43 Wittenoom Street, Collie (cnr Pendleton Street) 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  R 4913 (Lot 555 of P401663) 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Exceptional 

CURRENT USE: Court House 

PREVIOUS USES: 

DEMOLISHED 

Court House 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1913, 1950, 1986 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Federation Free style 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Brick and tile 

ARCHITECT: Hilson Beasley, Chief Architect, Public Works Department 

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME: Community services and utilities 

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:   Interim: 29 August 1992 

Permanent:  14 December 2001 

HCWA DATABASE NO:  535 Collie Court House, Wittenoom Street, Collie 

NATIONAL TRUST: 

OTHER LISTINGS: 

Classified 8 March 1988 

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
This Statement of Significance is based on the Statement of Significance included within the Register of Heritage 
Places Permanent Entry 14 December 2001. 
  
Collie Court House, a substantial single storey brick and tile building in the Federation Free style, has cultural 
heritage significance for the following reasons: 

 The place is a substantial, well designed and constructed building situated in a prominent open 
landscaped intersection and, together with the Collie Senior High School, forms a streetscape of significant 
public buildings;  
The place is a good, intact example of a building designed in the Federation Free style and shares 
aesthetic characteristics with a wide variety of public buildings designed by the Public Works Department 
between 1900 and 1920; 
The place is associated with the rapid development of Collie from the early 1900s and with the need to 
improve the existing justice facilities by constructing a new permanent court house in 1913.  It continues 
to operate as a court house in 2015; 
The place is one of seven purpose-built court houses constructed prior to 1930 that are still in operation 
as court houses; 
The place has associations with Hillson Beasley, Chief Architect of the Public Works Department 1905 to 
1917; 
The place has associations with the many Resident Magistrates, Magistrates, Clerks of Court and other 
justice staff who have worked in the building since 1913 up to 2015; and, 
The place is highly valued by the community for its historical associations with the development of Collie 
and its associations with the administration of justice in the area since 1913, thus contributing to the 
community’s sense of place.  This is illustrated by its inclusion on the National Trust’s List of Classified 
Places. 
 

The freestanding toilet block is assessed as being of little significance. 
 
DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:  
This Documentary Evidence is based on the Document Evidence included within the Register of Heritage Places 
Permanent Entry Assessment Documentation 14 December 2001. 
Collie Court House is a single storey brick and tile building in the Federation Free style, which was constructed in 
1913 with additions in 1950 and 1986. 

As part of the rapid development of Collie, several public service facilities were established to meet the needs of 
the town.  By 1903, a bank, post and telegraph office, state school, government hospital, mechanics’ institute, 
police station and court house were in operation (Hocking Planning and Architecture, ‘Shire of Collie:  Municipal 
Heritage Inventory’ prepared for the Shire of Collie, October 1995, p10).  No information has been determined 
about the first court house in Collie, other than the fact that it was constructed of timber (‘Report of the Department 
of Public Works, 1913-1914’, p25).  By around 1910, the growing number of cases placed pressure on the court 
house and the community began to lobby for improved facilities (Collie Mail, 13 December 1913). 
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A site plan dated April 1913 shows the proposed Collie Court House on the south-east corner of Wittenoom and 
Pendleton Streets.  An amended site plan dated May 1913 shows the proposed building with an additional verandah 
to the back and a block of latrines, with separate cubicles for the court officers, magistrates, police and public, in 
the south-east corner of the site309. 

A floor plan of Collie Court House signed by Hillson Beasley, Chief Architect of the Public Works Department, 
indicates that behind the colonnaded public entrance was the court room with public gallery.  On the west side of 
the court room were rooms for the Magistrates and the Clerk of Courts, incorporating a public counter.  On the east 
side of the Collie Court House was a separate room for witnesses and a private room for the Principal Magistrate.310  
A passage between these rooms led directly into the court room.  There was a railing in the public gallery to restrict 
public access within the building.  In addition, the separate entrances into the Magistrates’ room and Clerk of Courts 
room and the passage for witnesses and the Principal Magistrate reinforced the distinct roles associated with the 
justice system.  Future extensions to the east side of Collie Court house were indicated on the drawing (PWD 
drawing 17070, drawing No3, provided courtesy of CAMS). 

On 17 June 1913 a contract was let to T Hull of Subiaco to construct the new court house for the sum of £2,288.  
The contract contingency was used for lettering and electric lighting.  The building contract was completed on 15 
December 1913 at a cost of £2,229 4s 9d, slightly below the tender amount (State Records Office, AN7/14, 
Acc1124, Item 11 ‘PWD Contract Book April 1913-February 1915’, contract #4902 and ‘Report of the Department 
of Public Works for the Financial Year 1913-1914’, p25). 

Collie Court House was officially opened by the Attorney-General, Thomas Walker MLA, on 8 December 1913.  
While generally pleased with their new building, the absence of a foundation stone and footpath around the building 
were pointed out to the visiting Attorney-General by local officials (Collie Mail, 13 December 1913 and Collie Miner 
16 December 1913).  The Attorney-General was noted to have commented that,  

Justice required greater facilities by the erection of new Courts and Magistrates’ residences.  The speaker 
congratulated the people of Collie on having such a Temple of Justice in their midst, which from an 
architectural point of view was no disgrace to Collie, and the architect was to be congratulated on such 
an up-to-date Court House (Collie Miner, 16 December 1913). 

The foundation stone was added sometime after the opening ceremony (Site inspection, May 2001).  One of the 
first additions to Collie Court House was a new porch to the Clerk of Court’s entrance.  Hoods were also installed 
over the windows along the west elevation.311  

In 1916, a section of the public counter was altered to accommodate use as a branch of the Government Savings 
Bank.312  It would appear that no further alterations were carried out to the place until the 1950s.313 

In March 1950, plans were prepared to replace the latrine block with a brick and terracotta tile toilet block.  As with 
the previous latrines, separate toilets were provided for court staff and the public.  The toilet block also incorporated 
a wood store and store room for the court.314 

Accounts of the opening ceremony in 1913 indicated the local hope that further court accommodation would need 
to be provided in future to reflect the growing development of Collie.315  However, apart from additional toilet and 
storage facilities in the early 1950s, the building was largely unchanged until the mid-1980s.  Around March or April 
1986 a fire occurred in Collie Court House.316 

                                                
309  Both plans have a PWD number of 17070, both are attached to plan set 5/517/0C, provided courtesy of CAMS. 
310  The drawings indicate ‘PM’s Private Room’ – presumably with stands for Principal Magistrate. 
311  Copy of PWD drawing 17070, date not established as a copy of the 1913 drawing was used to detail the building 

works but is believed to be soon after the construction, provided courtesy of CAMS. 

312  PWD Drawing 17070, ‘Collie Government Savings Bank’, dated November 1916, provided courtesy of CAMS.  
Architectural drawings do not indicate how long the savings bank remained in the court house.  

313  PWD Drawing 32239, dated 10 March 1950, provided courtesy of CAMS. 
314  Ibid 
315  Collie Mail, 13 December 1913 and Collie Miner 16 December 1913 
316  Collie Mail, 1 May 1986, p22.  While this indicates there was a ‘recent fire’, no details of the fire were found in this 

newspaper between March and May 1986. 
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In April 1986, the Building Management Authority (successor to the Public Works Department) prepared plans for 
additions to the Collie Court House.  The proposal included a security holding room (in the location noted on the 
original plans as ‘future police room’), a new magistrates chamber, staff toilets, public toilets and a store on the 
south side of Collie Court House.317  In designing the additions, care was taken to match original details such as 
windows, window hoods, the porch to the magistrates’ chamber and gutters and fascias.  The drawings do not 
include details of the fire damage that occurred.318 

In 1993, the building was listed as having, ‘1 Stipendary Magistrates (sic) Chamber, 1 magistrate’s court, 1 holding 
cell, an interview room, Managing Registrar’s office, waiting area, store room, kitchen, and staff & public toilets’.319 

Collie Court House was classified by the National Trust in 1988 and was entered in the Register of Heritage Places 
in 1992 on an interim basis.320 

It does not appear that any major works have been carried out since 1986.321  In November 2000, an application 
was made to the Heritage Council’s Development Committee seeking approval for new floor coverings and internal 
painting.322 

In June 2015, the Collie Court House continues to be used as a court house.  Research from the Heritage Council’s 
database and the CAMS heritage database would suggest that there are nine court houses constructed prior to 
1930 that are still operating as court houses.323 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:  
Collie Court House occupies the south east corner of the intersection of Wittenoom and Pendleton Streets Collie.  
The Collie Senior High School is opposite at the south west corner of the intersection. 

Collie Court House is the only substantial building on the site.  A free standing toilet block measuring about 10m x 
5m stands near the south-east corner of the court house. 

The site is bounded on its west and north sides by a low chain link fence.  Collie Court House sits almost centrally 
within the site.  The north part of the site is a bitumenised carpark and a bitumenised driveway runs down the east 
side of the building.  The remainder of the east side and all the west side of the site are grassed. 

Collie Court House is a single storey brick and tile building.  The building is now almost square in plan.  The front 
two thirds of the building is original while the rear was added in the 1980s.  The original part of the building is 
designed in the Federation Free style324 and shares its aesthetic characteristics with a wide variety of substantial 
buildings designed by the Public Works Department between c1900 and c1920.325  The late 1980s addition was 
built in a manner that matched the style of the original. 

The front façade has a tripartite form that is symmetrically composed aroudn the dominant central block with 
ancillary blocks set on its east and west sides.  The court room is housed in the central block, the west wing contains 
the public reception area and the Clerk of Courts office, and the east wing comprises the witnesses’ room, the 
interview room and the holding room.  The central block is given appropriate dominance within the composition by 
being of a greater height and also by being set slightly forward of the ancillary blocks. 

                                                
317  Building Management Authority drawing ‘Collie Courthouse’, SK2 dated April 1986, provided courtesy of CAMS. 
318 Building Management Authority drawing ‘Collie Courthouse: Fire Restoration & Additions 1986: Site Plan, Floor Plan 

& Elevations’, A1, dated May 1986, provided courtesy of CAMS. 
319  Information from CAMS Heritage Database, premise number 1408, print-out obtained March 2001.  
320  Heritage Council database 
321 I Information from CAMS Plans and Heritage Council files do not indicate any major development proposals have 

occurred. 
322  Information from Heritage Council files. 
323  Information from the CAMS and Heritage Council databases do not indicate the number of court houses constructed 

prior to 1930.  Of the nine current court houses operating from buildings constructed prior to 1930, seven were 
purpose built.  The court houses at Broome and Geraldton were not constructed as court houses.  The remaining 
seven, including Collie Court House, are located in Albany, Fremantle, Northam, Roebourne, Wagin and the 
Supreme Court in Perth. 

324  Apperley et al, op cit 
325  Hilson Beasley was Chief Architect of the Public Works Department from 1905 until 1917.  The Collie Court House 

was built during this time and the drawings bear his signature. 
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The front of the central block of Collie Court House is a subsumed entrance colonnade.  The façade of the central 
block is symmetrically composed with rusticated piers at the outer edges and one centrally placed pier, similar in 
appearance but twice the width of the outer piers.  Circular arched-headed openings are contained between the 
central and the outer piers.  The block has a gambrel roof with the ridge running in a north/south direction  A cupola 
vent sits at the mid-point of the ridge. 

The walls of the central block are constructed of a reddish brown coloured brick in stretcher bond with cut and 
struck pointing.  The plinth for the walls is of Donnybrook sandstone and is raised slightly high at the base of the 
piers at the main entry.  The front façade is embellished with rendered decorative elements which includes the 
lining and keystones to the circular arches.  A render stringcourse is set seven courses below the level of the soffit 
lining to form a frieze containing rendered lettering forming the words ‘COURT 1913 HOUSE’. 

The British Coat of Arms with the lion and unicorn sits on a projecting table that is supported by an elongated corbel 
bracket applied to the central pier just below the level of the frieze.  The complete element is finished with render. 

The soffit of the eaves is lined with spaced timber battens set between corbel brackets projecting from the heads 
of pilasters and extending to the timber fascia at the edge of the roof.  The gutter is of pressed galvanised iron in 
the ‘sheerline’ profile. 

The roof is of Marseilles pattern terra cotta tiles.  The ridge tiles have decorative finials and scrolls where they 
terminate above half gables.  The half gables have fixed timber louvered vents. 

The front facades of each ancillary block contain two timber framed multi paned double hung sash windows, 
separated by a brick pier.  These sit on a continuous rendered sill and support a continuous rendered lintel that 
spans the rusticated piers at the inner and outer edges of the façade. 

The walls of the ancillary blocks are of the same construction as the central block.  The roof of each of the ancillary 
blocks is a composite gambrel with the main ridge running in a north/south direction and terminating at the south 
end as a half gable.  The roofs abut the walls of the main block to form valley gutters.  At the north end of the blocks 
a subsidiary ridge runs in an east/west direction.  This subsidiary ridge abuts the wall of the central block just below 
the wall plate level at one end and terminates as a half gable at the other end.   

The east and west faces of the ancillary blocks mask the sides of the central block. 

The side facades of the ancillary blocks are simply composed.  The brick walls have rusticated piers at each end 
and the wall stands on a brick plinth.  The door and window openings in these walls are located to suit the 
requirements of the layout of the rooms behind.  The south end of each block has been extended in a manner that 
matches the front. 

Doors to these facades are typically timber four panelled.  The panels are flush beaded.  The door on the west face 
of the building is sheltered by a timber construction porch set on a limestone plinth.  The outer edge of the porch 
is supported on twin posts.  The post have incised lines at the tops and infill balustrading between them.  The tiled 
lean-to roof of the porch is extended to form an integral sunshade for the window situated beside the door.  The 
other two windows are timber framed multi paned double hung sash type. 

Both the east and west wings of the building extend about four metres beyond the rear wall of the central block.  
The rear façade is composed of the two wings and the infill block with a lean-to roof set between them.  The 
extensions of the east and west block have gambrel roofs, terminating as half gables at the souther ends, whereas 
the infill block has a lean-to roof.  The ridge of the lean-to roof is set just below the sills of the three circular windows 
set at high level within the south wall of the courtroom.  The south wall of the west wing contains a door and a 
window sheltered by a porch.  All closely match the similar arrangement on the west façade of the building. 

The entrance colonnade of Collie Court House is approached through the two round arch headed openings.  A 
steel disabled ramp provides access through one of the openings.  The public entrances to all parts of the building 
are off this colonnade.  The colonnade is about 2.4 metres deep and has face brickwork walls with rendered 
dressings.  All windows and doors in this area are within round arch headed openings.  A rendered stringcourse 
runs at the impost level and continues around the head of each opening.  The floor is finished with terra cotta 
coloured quarry tiles. 

The entrance to the courtroom is central within the south wall of the colonnade.  The courtroom has a set of double 
doors leading to it while the other two are single doors.  Doors are of timber construction with each leaf having 



SHIRE OF COLLIE LOCAL GOVERNMENT HERITAGE SURVEY 
 

359 

three panels with bolection mouldings.  Each door has a semicircular fanlight above it.  A window is set to each 
side of the double doors.  Each window has a semicircular upper part, which is subdivide by an intermediate semi-
circular frame and radiating mullions.  The lower part of each window contains four multi paned casement sashes. 

The door off the west side of the colonnade leads into the Clerk of Courts room which in turn leads into an office.  
A door at the rear of the office leads to a corridor that serves the magistrates chambers, a store and the staff toilets 
that are located within the rear addition of the building. 

The door off the east side of the colonnade leads into the Witnesses’ Room.  This room can also be approached 
from the south from the corridor that runs from the courtroom to the exterior. 

Public toilets are located in the south east corner of the building.  The doors to these toilets are external and are 
located in the wall on the east face of the building. 

The courtroom is a rectangular room measuring about 11 metres long by 7 metres wide with a 6 metre high ceiling.  
The entrance doors lead into a wind-lobby, which does not appear to be original.  Two windows in the south wall 
open onto the colonnade.  Three circular arched windows within rectangular frames are located at high level in the 
south wall of the room and a further three, two paned, awning sashes are at a high level in the east wall. 

The public gallery is at the north end of the courtroom and the bench, dock and witness stand are on a raised area 
at the south end.  A crest is mounted on the south wall.  The fittings do not appear to be original. 

The floors are carpeted.  The timber skirting is about 350mm high and has a moulded top.  The walls are plastered 
and have a run flush moulded trim at dado level.  The fireplace has been bricked in.  A picture rail runs around the 
room about 300mm below ceiling level.  The ceiling is a suspended ceiling comprising acoustic tiles on an exposed 
grid, with integral recessed fluourescent light fittings.  The new ceiling seems to have been installed just below the 
level of the original.  The stack ventilation system has thus been sealed off. 

The door openings have fanlights.  All doors are four panelled type.  Door hardware appears to be original. 

Most rooms in the building are finished in a similar manner to the courtroom.  The fireplaces in the Witnesses’ 
Room and the interview room remain open and have clear finished timber surrounds.  The Security Holding Room 
has bars on the inside of the window and the concrete floor is finished with a sheet vinyl covering. 

The interior of the west wing appears to be a recent fit-out.  The reception area has a curved counter and above it 
is an area of lowered ceiling that matches the outline of the counter.  The floor finish is sheet vinyl.  The fireplace 
has been bricked up. 

The rear part of the building is of recent construction.  Typically this area has sheet vinyl covered timber floors with 
90mm high bullnosed skirtings.  The walls are plastered and the ceilings are of plasterboard with coved cornices. 

The rear part of the building was built in the late 1980s. 

The Clerk of Courts area has had a recent fit-out. 

The fittings within the courtroom are not original. 

Collie Court House appears to be in good condition.  It benefits from a regular programme of maintenance works. 

Two brick, timber and Colorbond roofed gazebo structures have been constructed to the front of the court house 
on either side of the main entrance.  These have been constructed since February 2010. 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 High High Good 

 
 
  





SHIRE OF COLLIE LOCAL GOVERNMENT HERITAGE SURVEY 
 

361 

  

 

 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Goods Shed (fmr) (1911) and Footbridge (1913), Railway Reserve between Forrest and Throssell Streets, Collie 
have cultural heritage value for their historic association with the railway through Collie and the development of the 
coal mining industry in the region.  The Goods Shed (fmr) is a demonstration of an industrial function now past due 
to the dominance of road transport.   
 
DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:  
In February 1898 it was reported that the railway line had just opened at ‘the field’ and ‘is welcomed by those have 
been resident here for any length of time’.  Work on the ‘railway station, goods-shed, engine sheds, etc’ was due 
to commence the next week and ‘when finished should give industrial life to the jarrah forest in which we now 
live’.326 

Later that month it was reported that ‘it was originally intended to construct at the terminus numerous station 
buildings, such as a carriage shed, goods shed, station house, stationmaster’s residence, and engine shed, 
together with a turn-table, crane, and platform.  Some of these will probably not be proceeded with at present.  The 
framework of the carriage shed is already erected, but it will be dispensed with, and the timber will be conveyed to 
Brunswick and re-erected there for a similar purpose’.327 

                                                
326  Collie Coalfields Western Mail 11 February 1898, p60 
327  Collie Railway:  Inspection of the Line, Official Visit by the Commissioner, Inspection of the Mines The West 

Australian 28 February 1898 
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Figure 2:  Collie Railway Station July 1898328 

A goods shed at least had been constructed by August 1898 when a parliamentary trip to the Collie coalfields 
stopped for a luncheon in the goods shed and it was noted that the railway facilities had now been provided.329 

By 1911 a new goods shed was being constructed330.  The shed was originally constructed without a platform.331  
It is thought that the shed was designed by CY O’Connor.332 

A bridge crossing over the railway had been discussed in the town since at least 1901333. The railway line divided 
the town of Collie into two parts.  The town’s population was growing with much of it located to the north.  Crossing 
the railway was considered to be both inconvenient and dangerous and the bridge was still a matter of debate in 
1908 at which time its location was being debated.  ‘Just where the overhead bridge should be is the all absorbing 
subject at present.  Some want it at the east end and some at the west end, while others desire it amidships, so to 
speak.  The frequent blockages at the Harvey and Pendleton Street crossings and the ever increasing danger 
attached to same, render it imperative however, that some safer means of transit should obtain (sic) as soon as 
possible.334  At this time, it was proposed that the bridge carry both vehicles and pedestrians.  Requests for a 
footbridge were made to the Minister of Railways in 1910 at which time the town was advised that there were no 
funds available, alterations having recently been made to the Collie railway yard and the erection of a 46-ton 
automatic weighbridge.335 

In 1911 it was reported that ‘about 10 minutes sufficed this morning for a deputation from the Collie Council…to 
convince the Acting Premier (Mr H Gregory) that it was necessary to have a bridge for pedestrians over the railway 
line at Collie’.336  Mr Gregory is reported to have said that ‘he would give instructions that on the next estimates for 
railway work an overhead footbridge for Collie be included.  It would have lights on it, but the position of the bridge 
would be left to the engineer to decide’.337 

Work on the footbridge had commenced by February 1913 although it appears that completion was delayed when 
it was reported that ‘here is a bridge costing hundreds of pounds of State money hung up for a small girder, such 
a one as any foundry could turn out.  We have foundries here in Collie.  Let them be given the girder to make, and 
thus spend a few shillings in the town to made (sic) up for the loss occasioned by the prolonged delay’.338 

                                                
328  At the Collie:  View of the New Railway Western Mail 29 July 1898, p34 
329  Parliamentary Trip to Collie Southern Times 6 August 1898, p3 
330  Collie Council Southern Times 9 May 1911, p6 
331  Visit of Railway Commissioner Southern Times 13 July 1911, p5 
332  www.workinglife.com.au/collie-historical-rail-precinct.html 
333  Collie Municipal Council Southern Times 24 August 1901, p3 
334  Collie Notes Southern Times 5 September 1908, p3 
335  Collie Wants:  Deputation to the Minister for Railways Southern Times 5 April 1910, p5 
336  Railway Footbridge for Collie:  Acting-Premier Promises Construction The Daily News 18 May 1911, p5 
337  ibid 
338  Collie Notes Southern Times 11 February 1913, p5 
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The footbridge has undergone significant conservation and restoration works in recent years including replacement 
of steel, hot riveting and hot galvanising, new decking, refurbishment of support piers and repairs to the foundations. 

The Goods Shed and Footbridge are remnants of what a once large and busy railway yard which had, at its peak, 
contained 11 railway lines and was second to Fremantle’s railway yard in size.339  The Collie Historical Rail Precinct 
is now a part of the Working Life Heritage Trail about 30 sites of heritage and historical interest in the south west 
and is operated by the Collie Heritage and Men’s Shed group.   

 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:  
The Goods Shed is a large structure of steel clad with corrugated iron.  Standard plans were prepared by WAGR 
in the late 1890s for stations, footbridges and Goods Sheds and therefore are similar in style and construction 
across the State. The form of the building is typical, consisting of a twin, steeply pitched gable roof with a prominent 
vent at the ridge.  The associated footbridge is a steel structure. 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 

Essential to the heritage of the locality.  Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of 
the place, and be in accordance with a Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place). 
 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 Medium High Good 

 
 
  

                                                
339  www.workinglife.com.au/collie-historical-rail-precinct.html 
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PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES: 

PLACE NO: 151 Suspension Footbridge 

Collie River Swinging Bridge 

STREET ADDRESS: Over the Collie River between River Ave and Collie Esplanade, Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:   

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Exceptional 

CURRENT USE: Pedestrian Bridge 

PREVIOUS USES: Pedestrian Bridge 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1907; 1972; 1983 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Timber and steel 

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME:  

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:   Interim Registration 27 June 1997 

Permanent Registration 7 October 1997 

HCWA DATABASE NO:  3551 Suspension Footbridge, Collie River, Collie 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS: Statewide Large Timber Structure Survey 1998 

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Suspension Footbridge, a simple suspension bridge of timber and steel, has cultural heritage significance for the 
following reasons: 

 The present bridge replaces that built 1904-1905, continuing the patterns of community usage; 

 The place is one of only a few suspension footbridges in Western Australia; 

 The place has a unique place in the community’s view of their heritage; and 

 The place has long been recognised as a tourist attraction. 

 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Content/PdfLoader.aspx?id=51da1def-2e34-4420-9492-
e163d88bfd32&type=assessment 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Content/PdfLoader.aspx?id=51da1def-2e34-4420-9492-
e163d88bfd32&type=assessment 

 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 High High ? 
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24 November 2015 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES: 

PLACE NO: 152 Soldiers’ Park 

Collie War Memorial, Soldiers Park & Honour Ave 

STREET ADDRESS: Cnr Johnston & Steere Streets, Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  Part of Reserve 7818 being portion of Lot 316 on DP 222272 and being 
part of the land contained in Crown CT Vol 3002 Folio 345 as shown on 
Interest Only DP 66952. 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Exceptional 

CURRENT USE: Park 

PREVIOUS USES: Park 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1921-2006 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS:  

ARCHITECT:  

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS:  

HISTORIC THEME:  

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:   Interim Entry 2 September 2008 

Permanent Entry 25 May 2010 

HCWA DATABASE NO:  15695 Soldiers’ Park Collie 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION  

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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War Memorial from path leading from gateway - 24 November 
2015 

 

Inscription on front face of War Memorial - 24 November 
2015 

 

Inscription on side face of war memorial - 24 November 2015 

 

Inscription on rear face of war memorial - 24 November 2015 
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Inscription of side face of war memorial - 24 November 2015 

 

Looking back to gateway from war memorial - 24 November 
2015 

 

Memorial to Aboriginal Servicemen behind war memorial - 24 
November 2015 

 

Plaque in octagonal garden to north-west of war memorial - 
24 November 2015 
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Octagonal garden north-west of war memorial - 24 November 
2015 

 

Examples of plaques around octagonal gardens flanking war 
memorial - 24 November 2015 

 
Examples of plaques around octagonal gardens flanking war 
memorial - 24 November 2015 

 

Examples of plaques around octagonal gardens flanking war 
memorial - 24 November 2015 
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Plaque located within the park – 24 November 2015 

 

Plaque located within the park – 24 November 2015 

 

Plaque located within the park – 24 November 2015 

 

View of gateway from within the park – 24 November 2015 
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Plaque located on inside of arch of gateway – 24 November 
2015 

Plaque located on inside of arch of gateway – 24 November 
2015 

 

Left hand gate – 24 November 2015 

 

Right hand gate – 24 November 2015 

 

From corner of Steere and Johnston Streets – 24 November 
2015 

 

 

Right hand side of gateway – 24 November 2015 
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Water fountain (no longer in use) on right hand side of 
gateway – 24 November 2015 

 

Water fountain (no longer in use) on left hand side of 
gateway – 24 November 2015 

 

Plaque on left hand side of gateway – 24 November 2015: 
This stone was laid by the Hon Phillip Collier MLA, Premier of 
West Australia, Nov 4th 1929 

 

Plaque on left hand side of gateway – 24 November 2015: 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
Soldiers’ Park, Collie, a pentagonal area of landscaped park on the bank of the Collie River, comprising the Collie 
War Memorial (1921), Honour Avenue planted with mature Camphor Laurel Trees (1921), Commemorative Arch 
and Gates (1930), Memorial Rose Gardens (1990) and Memorial to Aboriginal Servicemen (2000), with other formal 
and informal plantings, has cultural heritage significance for the following reasons: 

• The place is unusual for the variety of memorial forms it includes in one place, being:  an obelisk, 

rose gardens, an honour avenue, a Memorial to Aboriginal Servicemen, and memorial gates: 

• The Memorial to Aboriginal Servicemen at the place is rare in Australia; 

• The place is an uncommon example of a war memorial erected in conjunction with the centenary 

of European settlement in Western Australia; 
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• The place has been the focus of ANZAC Day services since 1921, and is esteemed by the local 

community as a significant social landmark; 

• The place is a good representative example of the practice of regional towns erecting war 

memorials, and includes a memorial to local Victoria Cross recipient, Captain M O’Meara, and 

to Australia’s first Korean casualty, Ken Sketchley; and, 

• The place is associated with local architect Walter Dobson Pusey who designed both the War 

Memorial and Commemorative Arch and Gates. 

The gazebo is of no heritage significance. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Content/PdfLoader.aspx?id=7cd32e94-fbc7-48c8-9000-
5fe0e0d72c6d&type=assessment 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Content/PdfLoader.aspx?id=7cd32e94-fbc7-48c8-9000-
5fe0e0d72c6d&type=assessment 
 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY: 
Essential to the heritage of the locality.  Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved.  Any alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of 
the place, and be in accordance with a Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place). 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016 High High Good 
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21 June 2014 

PLACE NAME: 

OTHER NAMES: 

PLACE NO: 153 All Saints’ Anglican Church, Collie 

St Peter’s Anglican Church 

STREET ADDRESS: 46 Venn Street West, Collie 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE DETAILS:  Part of Collie town Lot 154, being the whole of the land comprised in CT 
Vol 214 Folio 18 

Collie Town Lot 153, being the whole of the land comprised in CT Lease 
Vol 220 Folio 155 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Exceptional 

CURRENT USE: Church 

PREVIOUS USES: Church 

CONSTRUCTION DATE/S: 1915-1928 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Federation Romanesque 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS: Brick and tile 

ARCHITECT: Eales and Cohen 

BUILDER:  

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS: Phil Goatcher; Gowers and Brown 

HISTORIC THEME:  

LGA HERITAGE AREA:   

REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES:   Interim Entry 28 October 1997 

Permanent Entry 6 February 1998 

HCWA DATABASE NO:  0552 All Saints’ Anglican Church, Collie (Cnr Harvey and Venn Streets, 
Collie) 

NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFICATION Classified 8 March 1988 

OTHER LISTINGS:  

CONSERVATION PLAN/STRATEGIES:  
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Memorial Rose Garden to north of Church  - 21 June 2014 

 

Memorial Rose Garden consecrated for the interment of 
ashes.  Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  By His great mercy we have been born anew to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead (?) 

 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
All Saints’ Anglican Church, Collie, a single-storey brick and tile Federation Romanesque style church, has cultural 
heritage significance for the following reasons: 

The place has a unique history, being funded by an overseas benefactress who dictated the style and 
orientation of the building, demonstrating an understanding of the environment, and insisting on the use 
of the best quality of Western Australian materials available; 

It is a fine example of a Federation Romanesque church, with distinctively designed and crafted Western 
Australian fittings and fixtures made from Western Australian materials, with a beautifully executed mural 
in the apsidal sanctuary by Phil Goatcher, and stained glass windows by Gowers and Brown;  

It is a significant component of Eales and Cohen’s Anglican country church work; and 

The place exhibits characteristics that contribute to the aesthetic qualities of the streetscape and is a 
recognised landmark. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION:  
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Content/PdfLoader.aspx?id=4f36bdc5-8815-4653-a49c-
93d86168e610&type=assessment 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Content/PdfLoader.aspx?id=4f36bdc5-8815-4653-a49c-
93d86168e610&type=assessment 
 

Date Integrity Authenticity Condition 

2016  High High Good 

    

 
 
 
 
  




